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Ex-CIA ag

o B LEE GRAVES ~ . .'-
Davxd Atlee Phxlhps didn’t have any problem telhng
his first four children he was workmg for the Central
Intelligence Agency. -

But when he broke the news to hlS 15-year-old daugh- :

‘ter in 1975, ber response ‘was, “‘But that's dirty?”
" “That, along with a lot of other things, got me on the
path of leaving the CIA eight years early,” said Phimps,

- were Chileans,” Phillips said.:

who spent 25 years as an intelligence officer. Now heisan

. author and lecturer, and today at the Woman’s Club he
-advocated a strong but responsrble_c_léd__a

Public perception of the agency, heindi€ ted isa real

_problem. .
. “It’s true there are moments like in James Bond
sneakmg around in dark alleys,” he said during’a tele-
“phone interview from his I\flaryland home. “But when
-young people ask me, I tell; them. that, in my personal
_opinion, the symbol for mtelhgence work should be
_ changed from a cloak and dagger to a typewriter and a
ot of 3-by-5 cards.. It’s not always excxtmg and glam-
orous.’ . -

“My most dangerous asslgnment was sumvmg the
trafﬁc in Rxo de Janeiro when I was asswned there ” he
quipped. * . i

Phxlhps tour of duty spanned the terms of snx presr-
dents and took him throughout Latin America. — Chile,

. Guaternala, Cuba, Santo Domingo, Brazil and Venezuela. -

"He served as chief of station in the latter two countries
.and was made chief of Lahn Amencan and Canbbean
Operations. in 1973, e

' Texas, he went to New York seeking his fortune as a
2 playwnght. World War II intervened, and Phillips spent
- part of the conflict in a German POW camp. After the
war, he made enough money writing plays to buy asmall
newspaper in Chile, where he was approached in 1950 to
 gather intelligence on a part-txme basxs Four years later:
.he was a full-time agent. ".
He has seen lnstory in the makmg
. Arbenz regime in Guatemala, the problems of Cuba
“under Batista and Fidel Castro’s rise to power.
He also was intimate with developments in Chile,
“where the CIA suffered a black eye. That involvement, he

“said, can be viewed in three stages: the “debatable” ~

penod lastmg more than a decade, when the US con-

e A o

the fall of the R

wchange the lamb every day.”,

““correct” period, when Allende was overthrown. -

- gerous lives, American intelligence: officers abroad

.- tive abroad, indeed, if you aré to survive.

‘There are dangers, he acknowledged such as when do—
" “The danger is one we have to accent for that gam we

‘get from it. We all have the responsibility to see that it’s’
-done the nght way, and it _hasn’t always been done the

legislation to improve the CIA. For six years they have-
S . been trying to get a-law passed.making it illegal for |
The role of spy was one. ‘he dld not seek Ralsed in .

“to improve its i image, Phillips said. The negativism and
_advice on preparing for a ¢areer in'intelligence work. :

" the same cage. The zookeeper explains that thxs 1llus-

ent decries mage
of eéoak-and dager agemy

stantly supported the Christian Democrats- the “indefen-
sible” period, when President Nixon in 1970 sought to
prevenl: the inauguration of Salvador Al!ende, and the

' “When (he) was overthrown in 1973 the prrme movers
While foreigners who work for UL S. agents lead dan-

aren’t as. threatened. More of a concern 1s the ethxcal
dilemma in the states. oo

-“Even when you're stationed m theUS you must
mamtam that cover that’s necessary for you to be effec-

““It made me think about pérsonal morality and ethxcs
when I had to lie to my nelghbors he to my banker all
that sort of thing,” he said.

. -*“You have to live this douhle hfe The whole famzly
has to go through it.” Alcoholism and a high divorce rate
atnong agents result from these stresses, he said.

Still, he advocates a strong intelligence capability.

mestic civil rights are violated.’

right way in the past”
He has helped form the Assocratron of Former Intelh-
gence Officers, a 3,000-member orgamzatxon working for

former agents to publicize the names of officers.:” ']
Stnvmg to make the CIA more responsible is helpmg

outright hostility he once encountered on college campus--
es has been replaced by a spirit of dialogue and questlons
about how to get a job in the-service. His next book gives

7 Toillustrate the need for keeping'an eye on the other’
guy, he tells the story about two American tourists.who
visit a zoo in Moscow where a bear and alamb are kept in

trates peaceful coexistence is possible. S
“He (the zookeeper) looks around to make sire hes
not being overheard and. says ‘Of course we have to
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